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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 

Purpose:  

To provide the School Board with an update on the Southeast Tech and Sioux Falls School District 

Collaboration Initiatives.     

 

 

Southeast Tech and the Sioux Falls School District continue to partner and collaborate on developing new 

educational opportunities and pathways for students. A summary of past collaborative efforts and potential 

new workforce development initiatives will be discussed.   

 

 

Administrative Recommendation to School Board:  

Acknowledge the Southeast Tech and Sioux Falls School District Collaboration Initiatives Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Presentation for Sioux Falls School Board
August 5, 2020



• Southeast Tech again named to list of 
Nation’s Top 150 two-year colleges.





What Are Area Workforce Needs?  
• Sector Breakfast Meetings – “collaborative effort” 

between Sioux Falls School District, CTE, Chamber and 
Forward Sioux Falls
 Invite business and industry leaders 

o Worked with industry leaders to identify key contacts
14 Sector Breakfast meetings: Healthcare, Transportation, 
Construction, Manufacturing, Information Technology, Banking & 
Finance, High School Counselors, Agriculture, Diversity, Sioux Falls 
Legislators, Building Trades

 Agenda 
o What’s working, what isn’t, and what are we missing? 
o What opportunities for collaboration & partnership exist?
o What new training & programming can we provide?

 Led by a panel of industry representatives



Sector Breakfast Meetings
• Construction Trade - Certificates  (Fall 2019)
• Medical Assistant - Diploma  (Fall 2019)
• Business A.A.S with Ag Emphasis  (Fall 2019)
• Commercial Class B Driver’s License (Fall 

2019)
• Telecommunications Tower Technician –

Certificate (Spring 2020)
• Dental Assistant - Diploma and A.A.S.  (Fall 

2020)
• Veterinary Technician - Diploma and A.A.S. 

(Fall 2020)
• Paramedic Science – Associates (Spring 2021)



Citi Foundation Grant Award
• Southeast Tech & SFSD CTE Academy



Summer Construction Pre-Apprenticeship
 Southeast Tech, CTE Academy and Association of 

General Contractors 
• 18 area contractors - Provide students with hands-on 

experience, industry-specific skills training 
• College credit & employment 
• Earning and learning 



Skills USA Competition – CTE Academy 



• Focus on Building Enrollment
 Increased fall enrollment (student headcount) by 

8.3% over last fall.
 Awarded the largest number of Build Dakota full-

ride scholarships (138) in our history, with 92 
awards being matched by industry sponsors.

 Launched new programs in construction, health 
care, and wireless technology.



• Focus on Building Enrollment
 Received a $250,000 donation to our Capital 

Campaign from Smithfield Foods. 
 Started new dual credit programs for high 

school students with Sioux Falls School District 
(i.e., Avera Academy with Avera Health and 
Classrooms to Careers with Sanford Health, 
First Premier, and the City of Sioux Falls)

 Selected by the Aspen Institute as being in the 
top 10% of two-year institutions in the country 
for 2021.



Priorities for 2020 Academic Year
• Diversity and Inclusion – welcoming & accessible
 Increase from 10%       12%       16% of students this fall



Priorities for 2020-21 Academic Year
• Continued Focus on Building Enrollment
 Expansion of dual credit opportunities
 SF School District; Harrisburg High School; 

Tea High School; Madison High School; 
Brandon High School

 Avera Academy/Classrooms to Careers 
Pilot

 Career Connections – Sioux Falls 
Development Foundation



Partnering with Industry to Meet 
Area Workforce Needs:
• Medical Assisting
• Construction Certificates
• Wireless Technician
• Vet Tech
• Dental Assisting
• Dual Credit Classroom to 

Careers & Avera Academy
• Class B Drivers Training 

Program
• Paramedic Science



• Expand Collaboration & Partnership Efforts with 
Sioux Falls School District

Priorities for 2020 Academic Year

 Grow Dual Credit Opportunities 
o Automotive/Diesel
o CTE Construction program  
o CTE Health Care Academy 

• LPN Nursing, CNA, EMT, Paramedic Science, Medical 
Assisting

o CTE Cisco Academy
 Develop Advanced Manufacturing Center

o Fab Lab for K-12



 Grow minority/low income/first generation opportunities 
(Classrooms to Careers, Avera Academy, Career 
Connections)

 Phase 2 – Collaboratively develop a bridge program for 
first generation, low income, minority students to help 
retain and graduate

 City of Sioux Falls mentoring initiative
 More training around cultural awareness and inclusiveness

• Expand Collaboration & Partnership 
Efforts 

Priorities for 2020 Academic Year



southeasttech.edu

Get Your Degree. Get Results.
Get to Work.
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